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Silvertone History 


‘The Early Years 


‘As early 35 1908, Sears, Roebuck & Company was selling musical instruments 
mainly ukuleles~ built by the Harmony Company. In’1916; Harmony was 
Bought by Sears, continuing to make Instruments for Sears and other 
customers. in 1940, Sears sold the Harmony brand to an investment group and 
adopted the Silvertone brand name for all musical Instruments By then, Sears 
‘was buying instruments from many other U.S, builders as well as Harmony. 


The country was still very rural prior to World War II with the population spread 
‘out over wide areas. The big “catalog houses” such as Sears, Montgomery 

‘Ward and Spiegel served customers around the country from their big city 
headquarters. These companies sold nearly everything that you needed, and 
‘some would even ship you the house-to:put ital in, 


‘The 1940s market the introduction of Silvertone electri-nsiisrrlNN =) 
had seen plenty of ‘Hawaiian’ lap steaUnssuoulT™NUN ian P EDN NIL TE 
the first year you stving in the Sears catalog, 

vse rions were limited, but the funky, eclectic styling and easy affordability 
made them popular with players 


Slivertone guitars were Inexpensive and readily available by mall order 
Sirupgling blues musicians of the 1940s found them roadworthy and. 
replaceable. with legends such as Muddy Waters and Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup 
among those who chose Silvertones 


‘Changes were coming fast and furious in the post-war period. Musical tastes 
were changing, the suburbs were exploding and there was a cultural energy 
waiting to be unleashed, 


Silvertone History 


The Fabulous ’5Os 


Silvertone History 


I nt-M re) (o(-1) Mo @s-] 


Blues and country music were American art forms that moved across the country 

‘as people migrated west, orth and in every other direction, Servicemen returning 
from World War i brought folk styles back from Europe and jazz was approaching 

its heyday. 


‘The. 19505 was a great decade to be.a guitar player. Along with riew music styles, 
new guitar ideas were coming from inventors, tinkerers and technicians: Recording 
technology was improving, popular music was expanding and everybody wanted 
to party. 


The guitar folks at Sears Were well aware of the trend and the line of Silvertone electric 
—_guitars expanded greatly in the ‘50s. The watershed event being the introduction of the 
inst Silvertone solid body electric in 1954. The first solid bodies were the 1361 and 1363 
Seppearance in the Spring/Summer-1954 catalog. in the fall of 
omolifiers for several years, began 
Jocrasticbyins) 


Dylan's 2006 félvascr 


‘Over 100 biographies of modern musicians mention Silvertone afk sia 
cof well-known musicians. And why not ~ they were affordable, 

reliable and available to anyone with a Sears catalog (which was 

Just about everyone at the time), 


‘As the decade came:to-a close, music was getting ready for 
major changes and disruptions, New sounds were happening 
and even the way that music was written, recorded and sald 
‘was changing, The big factor ~ baby boom kids were just 
‘entering their teens and looking to break Out of the norms. 
Times were a-changing 


Ses SS ais - 


‘The 1960s were a decade of change-in just about every facet of American life, Early inthe decade, 
there was 3 great new interest in folk music as folk artists moved from rural areas to the cities. 
Pete Seeger, Dave VarrRonk, Joan Bae? and Bob Dylan began to get notice, and.as they grew in 
popularity, many young people picked up guitars to Join them: Like today, high-end guitars were 
‘expensive and upscale makers just couldn't keep up with the demand for acoustic guitar. 

‘Country, bives and rockabilly also gained In popularity, driving up demand for electric guitars. 
‘Overnite, there was a skyrocketing demand for both acoustic and electric guitars'and Silvertone 
had access to a handful of manufacturers who could supply significant quantities, Once the British 
‘invasion hit full stride In.the mid’ 60s there weren‘t enough gultars to go around, 

1 1959, Joe Fisher became the principal musical instrument buyer for Sears. He stayed in the 
position until 1968 and eventually became a vice president of the company. He hada big impact-on 
how the Silvertone line developed jn the “60s. He could see the demand for guitars growing and he 


‘worked with his guitar suppliers to develop instruments with features that young players wanted 


at prices they could afford, I was through his effort that Slivertone emerged as the leading brand 
for garage band guitarists In the mid~60s a Fender Strat sold new for around S2.oas 
Silvertone could be had for around $80. The math made. sans 


_— Fast Forward, 


SBeriore: tlectrics 
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Out There 


Originally offered in 1959 through 1962, the Silvertone 1423 was made by the Harmony Company. 
It was known as the Jupiter H49 model in Harmony's Stratotone Series . Pratty space age, eh? 
While Silvertone didn’t use this name, collectors often refer to the 1423 as a “Jupiter.” The highlight 
of this Reissue is the unique “blender contro!” control setup. In addition to separate volume and tone 
controls for each pickup, the guitar features a “blend” knob that alters the balance between the two 
pickups when the selector is in the middle position. 


Specs 


1428 Electric Solid Body 


Body 


Construction Sold Sealed 
Material Mahogany Chrome 
Fishes Blackgod and Red Metalic Tune-O-Matic 
ee Die-cast Trapeze 
Neck 
Material Mahogany 
Attachment —_Bott-On 900mm 39" 
Truss Rod Dual Action 628mm 24-3/4" 
NeckShape = 'C 43mm 1-116" 
Fingerboard Rosewood 48enen 1-7/8" 
#OfFrets 20 Nickel Siver 820mm 12-1/2" 
nays Pear! Block 32kg7bs 
Binding White 
NutMateral = PPS Pickups and Controls 
Pickups ‘Custom Duncan-DesignOR 
Contos Volume (2), Tone (2), Bend 
‘Switch 3-Way Rotary 
Output Jack 1/4" Noro 


Pickguard Singie-Py White 


Model 1423 RSFB 


1423 BGF 
Features 
Upgraded Pickups 
“The 1423 features Duncan-Designer upgraded pickups that capture the tone of the 
originals. 


Upgraded hardware 


The original 14:23 had less-that-modern hardware. The Reissue has a fully adjustable bridge for 
accurate bridge flr accurate intonation and a die-cast tailpiece. 


Improved playability 


Neck shapes and flet jobs were inconsistent on the original 1423. The Reissue features a comfbrtable 
(and consistent) C-shaped neck with a precise and well-fnished fret job. The neck also features a two-way 


truss rod flr accurate and dependable adjustment. 


One of the most clever and well-known concepts in the early '60s guitar boom was the Silvertone 
Amp-in-case line. For well under 100, you could get a guitar that came in a case featuring a S-watt 


ater, 6-watt) tube amp built right in. Just open the case halfway, stand it up, switch it on, and wail 
‘The original guitar in the 1962 kit (1448) was a single pickup, short-neck model. A year later, the 

ickup 1449 was introduced and the Amp-in-case really took off: The 14.49 is the most rare of 
the breed, being replaced by the almost identical redburst 1457 in 1964. This guitar screams 


ma... 


Boay Hardware 

Construction Sold Tuners Seeied 

Materia Mahogany Finn Chrome 

Finishes Biack Siver Fake, Bridge Thru-Body Adjustable 

Red, Daphne Biue 

Neck Dimensions 

Materia Mahogany Scale Length 628mm 24-4/4" 

Attachment Bot-On NutWaath 43mm 1-116" 

Truss Rod Dual Action 12inFret wath 48mm 1-7/8" 

Neck Shape © FoRadus 320mm 12-2" 

Fingerboard Rosewood Weight 28kg62bs 

nays PeariDot 

# OfFrets 21Nckel Siver 

NutMeteral PPS Pickups And Controls 
Pickups ‘Sivertone Lipstick Single Cot 
Contros: ‘Volume (2), Tone (2), Stacked 
Swich 3.Way Toage 
Outputuack V4" Mono 


Pickguard ‘Singie-PyWhite 


Model 1449 BSF 


1449 RSFB 


The Real Deal 


Originally offered in 1963, the Silvertone 1478 was an instant favorite. The offset double cutaway 
body is made of solid Mahogany with a maple top, for a deep rich tone with top end bite. The genuine 
eby® tremolo and adjustable steel bridge mean faultless intonation and better string attack - an 
improvement over the rosewood bridge and antiquated tremolo system on the original. We also paid 
special attention to the neck profile, improving it with a modern C-shape, as well as coupling it to the 

body with a newly engineered neck joint system for longer sustaining notes. This reissue is the real 


deal. 


Specs 


1478 Electric Solidbody 


Body 

Construction Sold Sealed 

Matera Mahogany Chrome 

Top Materia Maple Tono-O-Mati 
Back Material Maple Bigsby Vato 
Finish Back, Red Sunburst 

Neck 994m (99-V8) 

Material Mahogany ScaleLengh 622mm (24-72) 
feckShape Nut With an (111716) 

nays Peart Block 12th Fret Wi Sm (1-7/8) 

Attachment Bolt-on FoRadus 305mm ( 

Truss hod Dual Action Weigh 35g (7.5868) 

Binding white 

#OfFrets 20 Pickups and Controls 

FretMaterial Nickel iver Pickups Silvertone Sng C 

Fingerboard Rosewood Controls Volume (2), Tone (2 

NutMateri PPS Switch 3. Way Toggle 

Outputvack 1/4" Mono 


Piekguar 


Model 1478 RSB 


1478 BK 


SEAS Features 
Vintage Single Coil Pickupe 


‘The Single-coil pickups of the 1478 are wound to the same specifications as the originals. 
We reverse-engineered the old pickups and duplicated the wire, windings, magnets and 
materials as closely as possible. 


Upgraded Hardware 

“The original 1478 had lese-than-modern bridge, tailpiece and tuners. The Reissue has a fully adjustable 

bridge for accurate intonation, and authentic Bigsbyor tremolo tailpiece and smooth individual tuners. 
SS 


Improved playability 


Neck shapes and fret jobs were inconsistent on the original 1478. The Reissue features a comfortable 
Gndconsistent) C-shaped neck with a precise and well-finished fret job. The neck algo features 
a two-way truss rod for accurate and dependable adjustment. 


Timeless Twang 


Silvertone introduced one of the earliest solid body guitars in the fall of 1954. That early model 
evolved into the 1303 in 1958. The Reissue 1303/U2 has all the vibe and twang of the original with 


some significant upgrades. The thru-body bridge provides great attack and hefty tone while giving you 
all the modern adjustment options you want. We also paid special attention to the neck profile, 
improving it with a modern C-shape, as well as coupling it to the body with a newly engineered neck 
Joint aystem for longer sustaining notes. 


Specs 


1303/U2 Electric Solidbody 


Body Hardware 
Construction Sold Tuners Seded 
Materia! Mahogany Finish Chrome 
Finishes, Black, Siverburst Bridge Thru-body adfustable 
Nook 
Material Mahogany Dimensions 
inlays Peari Dot OveralLength 949mm (67-3/8) 
Attachment Bot-On ‘ScaeLength 635mm (257) 
Truss Rod Dual Action NutWeth 43mm (17716) 
Binding White TathFret Wath 48mm (1-7/8) 
Neok Shape c FoRadus 05mm (12") 
#ofFrets 21 Nickel Siver Weight 25kg (7 68bs) 
Fingerboard Rosewood alae) 
Nut Material PPS Pickups and Controls, 
Pickups Lipstick Single Col 
Contros Stacked Voume (2) and Tone (2) 
‘Switch 3-Way Toage 
Quiput Jack V4" Mono 


Pickguard ‘Singe-lyer cear 


Model 1303 BK 


1303 SVB 


SE peree Features 


Lipstick Single Coil Pickupa 
The single-coil pickups of the 12O3U2 are wound to the came specifications ac the originals. 
The “lipstick” case provides unmated shielding for low noise and high signal. 
Upgraded Hardware 
“he original 1303U2 had less-that-modem bridge, tailpiece and tuners. 
The Reissue has a filly adjustable bridge for accurate intonation and smooth individual tuners. 
Improved Playability 
Neck shapes and fret jobs were inconsistent on the original 1303. The Reissue fbatures a comfortable 


(and consistent) C-shaped neck with a precise and well-finished fret job. 
“The neck alco features a two-way truss rod for accurate and dependable adjustment. 


exactly what | wanted. I'm also so thankful to be able 


Silvertone 955CE in live on BERLE, ye 
- Angel Mary of Angel Mary & The Tennessee Weréwolves 


ilvertone Acoustic GO4- 


Model 604 AVS 


Available with 
Clearwave GO 
by Fishman 


back to the year 1961, the Silvertone 6O4 was a student guitar for an entire generation. But, 


times change, and we liked the 604 so much that we ‘upped the ante’ so to speak, and took the 6O4 
from a student level guitar to a serious player's instrument. We changed the old ‘hard wood’ body to 
@ solid Engelmann Spruce top with Mahogany back and sides, and opted for real Rosewood vs. 

an ‘Ebonized’ fingerboard. The small Parlor size body makes it the perfact travel guitar, and yes, 


Features 


there is a version (the 604E) 


Specs 


onboard electronics. 


AVAILABLE FINISHES: American Vintage Sunburat 


Parlor body 

Solid Engelmann Spruce top 
X-style bracing 

Mahogany back and sides 
C-shape Nato Mahogany neck 
Rosewood fingerboard (12” radius) 


* Also available with Mahogany top as model 604MH 


Nut width 1 11/16" 
19 fret, 25"scale 

Dot inlay 

!vory single ply binding 

Ivory pick guard 

‘Chrome sealed tuners 

Rosewood bridge 


‘Solid Engelmann epruce top 

The model 604 features a solid Engelmann Spruce top. Engelmann spruce has slightly 
thicker midrange than Sitka Spruce and produces a richer, more resonant tone . The straight 
grain and light color combine to make beautifUl guitar that sounds amazing. 
Improved Playability 


The old ‘steel reinforced’ neck has been replaced with a modern two way adjustable truss rod. 
This allows for a personalized satup and ads stability to the neck The reissue flatures a precica| 


and wall-finished fret job. 
‘Stage ready electronics 


‘Our Acoustic / Electric GO-4E model features a sophisticated Fishman Clearwave GO preamp system. 
It offers maximum control, performance and quality in a compact format. The built-in tuner with LED 
display allows for convenient tuning anywhere. 


Mahogany construction 


The mode! GO-4MH features an all mahogany body and neck with a vintage style satin flnich. 
‘This gives the instrument a thick midrange sound that's perflct for recording. 


Model 600 AVS 


: 


Available with 
Clearwave GO 
by Fishman 


Originally manufactured ftom the 1940's through the 1970's, the Silvertone GOO series is 
like holding a piece of American history in your hands. 
We modeled this beauty from our in house 1956 model 6OO. 


OO iia asians 


Orchestra Model body Nut width 1 11/16" 
Mahogany top 20 fret, 25 1/2"scale 
style bracing Dot inlay 

Mahogany back and sides Wvory single ply binding 
C-shape Nato Mahogany neck Black pick guard 
Rosewood fingerboard (12" radius) ‘Chrome sealed tuners 


Rosewood bridge 


* Also available with Mahogany top as model 600MH 


Silvertone Acoustic OBB 


Originally manufactured by Harmony, the 633 ‘Sovereign’ made its stamp on rock n roll history vi 
greats such as Pete Townsend and Jimmy Page. We modeled the 2015 reissue from our in house 
1964 Sovereign 
The Sovereign is the ‘Big Daddy’ jumbo of the Silvertone acoustic family and is certain to be 
appreciated for its loud volume and deep tone; just the same way it was back then. Like the SOO. 
model, the Sovereign features a solid Engelmann Spruce top and Mahogany back and sides for a well Sade Ginen aos oe 
balanced and articulate sound. The old ‘steel reinforced’ neck has been replaced with a modern two 
way adjustable truss rod and a C-shape neck profile. The 633E version has a built in Fishman® The model 633 features a solid Engelmann Spruce top. Engelmann spruce 
Clearwave6O preamp with built in tuner. has slightly thicker midrange than Sitka Spruce and produces a richer, more 
resonant tone . The straight grain and light color combine to make beautiful 
guitar that sounds amazing 


Specs Unique Body style 
AVAILABLE FINISHES. Vintage Natural, American Vintage Sunburst awe Rarer ao Steg Oneee 
size gives this guitar a uniquely American look 


Jumbo Dreadnought body Nut width 1 11/16" 

Solid Engelmann Spruce top 19 fret, 25 1/2"scale cane Fenn meectroneos, 

X-style bracing Dot inlay The Acoustic / Electric model 633E model features a sophisticated Fishman Clearwave 6O 
preamp system. It offers maximum control, performance and quality in a compact format. 

Mahogany back and sides Wory single ply binding The built-in tuner with LED display allows for convenient tuning anywhere. 

C-shape Nato Mahogany neck Tortoise pick guard 

Rosewood fingerboard (12” radius) Chrome sealed tuners 


Rosewood bridge 


Silvertone Acoustic 9DSS 


Originally manufactured for the Canadian market under the model 26955, this rare gem was 
resurrected from the Silvertone archives to balance out the acoustic family by including a more 


traditional Dreadnought body style. 


‘The 955 features a solid Engelmann Spruce top and Mahogany back and sides. We refined the 

herringbone binding and sound hole rosette, and opted to keep the original block inlay. There is a 
traditional Dreadnought version available, along with a Dreadnought cutaway body with Fishman® 
Clearwave6© preamp with buil 


Specs 


AVAILABLE FINISHES: Black, Vintage Natural 


955 


Dreadnought body 

Solid Engelmann Spruce top 
X-style bracing 

Rosewood back and sides 
(C-shape Nato Mahogany neck 
Rosewood fingerboard (12" radius) 
Nut width 1 11/16" 

20 fret, 25 1/2"scale 

Block inlay 

Herringbone binding 

Tortoise pick guard 

Chrome sealed tuners 


Rosewood bridge 


955CE 


Dreadnought cutaway body 

Solid Engelmann Spruce top 
X-style bracing 

Rosewood back and sides 
(C-shape Nato Mahogany neck 
Rosewood fingerboard (12” radius) 
Nut width 1 11/16" 

20 fret, 25 1/2"scale 

Block iniay 

Herringbone binding 

Tortoise pick guard 

Chrome sealed tuners 

Rosewood bridge 

Clearwave™ 60 by Fishman® active EQ with built in tuner 


‘Vintage aesthatic detaile 


This guitar features herringbone binding on the surrounding the body and rosette. Block inlays 
‘on the fingerboard and bound headstock give this guitar a cohesive personality. 


Model 955 BK 


Available with 
955CE BK eral atte With 


by Fishman 


‘Solid Engelmann opruce top 


“The mode! 955 features a solid Engelmann Spruce top. Engelmann spruce has 
slightly thicker midrange than Sitka Spruce and produces a richer, more resonant 
tone . The straight grain and light color combine to make beautiful guitar that 
sounds amazing. 


‘Stage ready electronica 


The Acoustic / Electric model S5SCE model features a sophisticated Fishman 
‘Clearwave GO preamp system. It offers maximum control, performance and quality 
in a compact format. The built-in tuner withLED display allows for convenient 
tuning anywhere. 


‘Available with Kula 
by Fishman 


Silvertone Acoustic Ukulele BOS 


The word ‘Ukulele’ isn't usually the first thing that comes to mind when you hear Silvertone, but the Features 


853 was a favorite way befbre the most recent Ukulele boom. The first Uke in this series features an 
all Mahogany Soprano body, with classy looking Tortoise binding. Small enough to throw in your 
backpack for a trip to the beach, the 853 is the perfect way to get the Luau started in flr out 
Silvertone style. And of course, if you need some extra volume So the people two campsites over can 
here you, tha BSE comes equipped with a genuine Fishman preamp 


Mahogany construction 


The model 853 fbatures an all mahogany body and neck with a vintage style satin flnish. 
This gives the instrument a thick midrange tone and makes it sound older. 


Ss 
pecs ; 
Based on our vintage 1940's Silvertone, this Ukulele features tortoise shell binding 
(AVAILABLE RRRSE a Satin Naniscal surrounding the top and back A high quality rosewood fingerboard offers the player 
a warm tone and great playability. 
‘Soprano body Nut width 1.42" 
Mahogany top 16 fret, 14.8"scale ee ee 
The Acoustic / Electric mode! 85GE features a sophisticated Fishman preamp system. 
Mahogany bacitend eves pokey It offtirs maximum control, performance and quality ina compact format. The built-in tuner 
Nato Mahogany neck Tortoise single ply binding with LED display allows for convenient tuning anywhere. 


Rosewood fingerboard (flat radius) ‘Sealed tuners 
———— Rosewood bridge 


